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1. Will there be expansion joints, speed bumps, or other design features that result in 

unevenness in the road surface near vibration-sensitive buildings? Such irregularities 

can result in perceptible ground-borne vibration at distances of up to 75 feet away. 

According to FTA guidelines, vibration-sensitive buildings include vibration-sensitive 

research and manufacturing facilities, hospitals with vibration-sensitive equipment, 

and university research operations. Equipment such as electron microscopes and 

high-resolution lithographic equipment can be sensitive to vibrations.



2. Will buses, trucks, or other heavy vehicles be operating close to a sensitive building? 

Research using electron microscopes and manufacturing of computer chips are 

examples of vibration-sensitive activities. 

3. Does the project include operation of vehicles inside or directly underneath buildings 

that are vibration-sensitive? Special considerations are often required for shared-use 

facilities such as a bus station located inside an office building complex. 
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